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Abstract: This study examines the effectiveness of reading board media in improving first 
graders’ reading abilities. Using Classroom Action Research, the research was conducted in 
two cycles. Data were collected through observations, reading tests, interviews, and 
documentation, then analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively. Results indicate significant 
improvement in students' reading skills. The first cycle increased students' interest and 
participation, while the second cycle enhanced fluency in reading words and simple 
sentences. In addition, the results in the pre-cycle stage, only 25% of students were able to 
read simple words or sentences, while 20% had difficulty recognizing letter symbols. After 
the first cycle, 30% of students were able to read simple sentences, and the percentage of 
students who could not recognize letters dropped to 10%. In the second cycle, 45% of 
students were able to read simple sentences fluently, and all students were able to 
recognize letter symbols and form words. 
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Introduction 

Primary education serves as the fundamental foundation for developing students' 
literacy skills. One of the essential competencies to be mastered at this stage is early reading 
ability (Cahyani et al., 2023). Strong reading skills not only influence students' academic 
achievement but also their cognitive and social development. Unfortunately, various studies 
and educational reports indicate that many elementary school students, particularly in the 
early grades, struggle to develop their reading skills. Factors such as the lack of engaging 
learning media, limited teaching methods, and minimal student involvement in the learning 
process are among the main causes of low early reading proficiency (Mayangsari, 2022). Early 
literacy is a crucial predictor of later academic success, making effective teaching strategies 
essential in primary education (Kennedy et al., 2012)  

Based on initial observations at SD Negeri 47/IV Kota Jambi, many first-grade students 
struggled with recognizing letters and forming simple words. Teachers also reported low 
student motivation in reading activities, as they often had difficulty following lessons 
delivered through conventional methods. This underscores the need for a more engaging and 
interactive learning strategy to enhance early reading skills. Interviews with teachers revealed 
that reading instruction primarily relied on repetitive drills for letter recognition, causing 
students to lose interest. Additionally, classroom observations indicated that students were 
mostly passive learners with minimal participation in reading activities. 

In an effort to improve students' basic literacy, various strategies have been 
implemented in schools. One approach proven to be effective is the use of visual and 
interactive learning media (Amelia et al., 2025). A lack of access to engaging reading materials 

http://ejournal.unikama.ac.id/index.php/JBPD
mailto:Oliviaindah000@gmail.com


 JBPD, Vol 9 No 1, January 2025, pp 36-46 

[37] 
 

Copyright © 2025, JBPD, e-ISSN: 2549-0117, p-ISSN: 2549-0125 

significantly contributes to early literacy challenges in young learners (Mutandagai et al., 
2024).Well-designed learning media can enhance students' motivation to learn and help them 
grasp reading concepts more easily. However, many elementary schools still face limitations 
in utilizing innovative media. Conventional methods that emphasize memorization and one-
way learning often fail to engage students, thereby hindering the development of their 
reading skills (Yusri et al., 2024).  

Several studies have explored the role of interactive media in literacy learning. For 
example, Rena et al. (2023) found that e-flashcards improved early reading skills in preschool 
children, while Rojas. (2024) demonstrated that the Big Book method enhanced vocabulary 
recognition in first graders. However, research on reading board media specifically designed 
for systematic letter and word recognition in the context of Indonesian elementary schools 
remains limited. This study fills that gap by investigating the effectiveness of reading board 
media as an alternative instructional tool for first-grade students, particularly in a real 
classroom setting. 

The reading board media is an alternative that can be implemented in early reading 
instruction. This medium allows students to recognize letters, syllables, and words more 
systematically through a visual approach and hands-on experience (Susilo, 2015). By fostering 
interaction between students and learning media, the learning process becomes more 
engaging and less monotonous. Interactive literacy tools provide essential scaffolding for 
young learners, enabling them to develop foundational reading skills with greater easer 
(Terrel & Watson, 2018) .Media-based approaches, such as reading boards, can enhance 
students' comprehension of reading concepts, especially for those who struggle with 
conventional reading methods (Mais, 2016). 

Furthermore, reading board media supports the principle of active learning, where 
students become the subjects of their own learning process. By directly involving students in 
reading activities, they not only grasp the material better but also build confidence in 
exploring their literacy skills (Cynthia & Sihotang, 2023). Teachers play the role of facilitators, 
guiding students to effectively use this medium. However, many teachers are still unfamiliar 
with optimizing the use of visual-based learning media in the classroom, limiting its 
effectiveness. 

The Kurikulum Merdeka, implemented in various elementary schools across Indonesia, 
provides room for innovation in teaching. One of the key aspects emphasized in this 
curriculum is the flexibility of teaching methods, including the use of more diverse learning 
media (Farhana, 2023). This aligns with the primary goal of using reading board media—to 
provide a more interactive learning experience tailored to students' needs. However, the 
implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka in the field still faces various challenges, 
particularly concerning teacher preparedness and the availability of supporting facilities. 

Classroom action research (CAR) is an appropriate approach for evaluating the 
effectiveness of reading board media in improving students' early reading skills. Through CAR, 
teachers can continuously reflect and improve their teaching methods. The cyclic nature of 
CAR allows for adjustments in teaching strategies based on evaluation results at each stage 
(Wijayanto et al., 2020). Thus, this study not only aims to assess the effectiveness of reading 
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board media but also provides insights for educators in developing more innovative and 
adaptive methods to meet students' needs. 

In the context of elementary education, the use of reading board media can be a 
practical solution to increase students' reading interest. When students are given the 
opportunity to learn through more enjoyable methods, they tend to be more motivated to 
explore the material being taught (Martir et al., 2024). Early reading instruction should not 
only focus on mechanical aspects but also consider learning experiences that foster long-term 
reading skills. However, several challenges must be addressed in implementing reading board 
media. One of them is teachers' readiness to design and use this medium effectively. Not all 
teachers have experience in developing engaging learning media suited to students' 
developmental levels. Therefore, training programs are necessary to help teachers optimize 
the use of reading board media in early reading instruction. 

Apart from the teacher factor, parental involvement also plays a crucial role in 
enhancing the effectiveness of early reading instruction (Qisthiyah et al., 2024). Support from 
home is essential for students to continue practicing reading beyond school hours. 
Unfortunately, many parents lack an understanding of how to support their children's reading 
development. Thus, stronger collaboration between schools and parents is needed to ensure 
that early reading instruction is more effective and sustainable. 

Beyond teaching and parental involvement challenges, limitations in school 
infrastructure and resources must also be considered. Not all schools have adequate facilities 
to support media-based learning. Therefore, educational policies that promote the provision 
of more innovative learning resources are essential to improving students' literacy quality 
from an early age. Considering the various challenges and opportunities, this study aims to 
analyze the effectiveness of reading board media in enhancing elementary school students' 
early reading skills. Additionally, through the CAR approach, this research will identify 
challenges encountered in implementing this medium and explore strategies to overcome 
them. The findings of this study are expected to contribute to the development of more 
effective and innovative teaching methods. 

This research is grounded in real issues observed in the field rather than mere 
assumptions, ensuring that the proposed solutions are relevant to the actual conditions of 
the school and students' needs. This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of reading board 
media in enhancing the early reading skills of first-grade students at SD Negeri 47/IV Kota 
Jambi. Specifically, it seeks to measure the improvement in students’ reading abilities across 
two intervention cycles and identify both challenges and opportunities in implementing this 
media in classroom settings. 

Based on the study's findings, it is recommended that schools adopt reading board 
media as a standard instructional tool for early literacy learning. Additionally, teacher training 
programs should be developed to equip educators with the necessary skills to implement this 
media effectively in the classroom. Furthermore, collaboration with parents should be 
strengthened to encourage the use of reading board activities at home, reinforcing students' 
reading skills beyond school hours. 
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Method 
This study employs the Classroom Action Research (CAR) method following the Kemmis 

& McTaggart model, which consists of four stages in each cycle: planning, implementation, 
observation, and reflection. The simplified flowchart of the research process is as follows: 

 
Figure 1. kemmis & MCTaggart model chart 

The research is conducted in two cycles to evaluate the effectiveness of reading board 
media in improving early reading skills among first-grade elementary school students. The 
Kemmis & McTaggart model of Classroom Action Research (CAR) is advantageous because of 
its cyclical and flexible process, allowing continuous improvements through planning, action, 
observation, and reflection (Thamrin, 2011). This model is also practical and teacher-
centered, enabling educators to systematically identify problems, implement interventions, 
and refine teaching strategies based on real classroom data (Kennedy et al, 2020). 

The study was conducted at SD Negeri 47/IV Kota Jambi, involving 20 first-grade 
students as research subjects. Participants were selected based on the need for improved 
early literacy instruction. The study also included a classroom teacher as a facilitator in 
implementing the reading board media. 

Data for this study were collected through observations, reading skill tests, interviews, 
and documentation, using specific research instruments to ensure validity and reliability. 
Observations were conducted to assess students’ engagement, participation, and 
responsiveness before and after implementing the reading board media. Reading skill tests 
were administered at three stages—pre-cycle, Cycle I, and Cycle II—to measure students' 
progress in recognizing letters, forming words, and reading simple sentences. Interviews with 
teachers and students provided qualitative insights into the effectiveness of the reading 
board media, while documentation, including lesson plans, student worksheets, and 
classroom activity records, supported data validation. 

The research instruments included observation sheets, reading skill tests, interview 
guidelines, and documentation to ensure valid and reliable data collection. Observations 
assessed student engagement, reading tests measured progress in literacy skills, interviews 
gathered insights from teachers and students, and documentation, including lesson plans, 
student worksheets, and classroom activity records, supported data validation. 

Data were analyzed using both qualitative and quantitative approaches. The qualitative 
data from observations and interviews were examined using Miles & Huberman’s interactive 
model, which consists of three main steps: data reduction, data display, and conclusion 
drawing. Data reduction involved selecting and organizing relevant information from 
observations and interviews. Data display referred to presenting the processed information 
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in an organized manner to facilitate interpretation, while conclusion drawing focused on 
identifying patterns and key findings regarding students' engagement and the effectiveness 
of reading board media. The quantitative data from reading skill tests were analyzed using 
percentage-based calculations to measure students' reading proficiency improvement. The 
following formula was applied:  

P= !
"

x100% 
where P represents the percentage of improvement, X denotes the number of students 

achieving a specific reading level, and N is the total number of students. This formula was 
used to compare students' reading performance before and after each intervention cycle, 
ensuring an objective assessment of the effectiveness of reading board media. 
 
Results and Discussion 

Before implementing the reading board media, an initial test was conducted to assess 
the early reading abilities of first-grade students at SD Negeri 47/IV Kota Jambi. The results 
indicated that most students struggled with reading simple words. Among the 20 students, 4 
students (20%) had difficulty recognizing letter symbols fluently, while 5 students (25%) could 
identify words with the same initial letter but were not yet fluent. Additionally, 6 students 
(30%) were able to connect words but faced challenges in maintaining consistency, and 5 
students (25%) successfully read simple words or sentences. Observations further revealed 
that students lacked motivation when engaging in reading lessons using conventional 
methods. They appeared less interested, and their learning progress was hindered by a lack 
of interactive and stimulating reading activities. This situation shows that conventional 
methods were less effective in engaging students, making it necessary to introduce 
interactive media that actively involves students in the learning process. These findings 
highlight the necessity of adopting a more engaging approach, such as utilizing reading board 
media, to enhance students' reading skills. 

Table 1. Pre-Cycle Reading Ability Test Results 

Reading Ability Category Number of Students Percentage 

Unable to name letter symbols 4 20% 

Able to name words with the same initial letter 5 25% 

Able to connect words 6 30% 

Able to read simple words or sentences 5 25% 

Total 20 100% 

 
In addition, interviews with class teachers revealed that the methods used previously 

focused more on memorizing letters and syllables without an interactive approach. This 
resulted in low student interest in learning to read. Based on these conditions, this study was 
conducted to test the effectiveness of reading board media in improving students' early 
reading skills.. 

In the first cycle, the implementation of the reading board media was carried out in 
early reading instruction. The teacher introduced this medium through demonstrations and 
provided students with opportunities to practice in groups. The learning process became 
more interactive, and students began to show greater interest in learning to read. Students 
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showed greater enthusiasm compared to the pre-cycle stage, as they found the hands-on 
nature of the media engaging and enjoyable 

The evaluation results indicated an improvement in students' reading abilities. Out of a 
total of 20 students, 2 students (10%) were unable to fluently recognize letter symbols, 4 
students (20%) could recognize words with the same initial letter but were not yet fluent, 8 
students (40%) were able to connect words, and 6 students (30%) could read simple words or 
sentences. Although there was an improvement compared to the pre-cycle stage, some 
students still struggled with reading syllables continuously. Therefore, a reflection was 
conducted to enhance the effectiveness of the reading board media in the next cycle. 

Table 2. Results of Cycle I Reading Ability Test 

Reading Ability Category Number of Students Percentage 

Unable to name letter symbols 2 10% 

Able to name words with the same initial letter 4 20% 

Able to connect words 8 40% 

Able to read simple words or sentences 6 30% 

Total 20 100% 

 
In the second cycle, several strategic improvements were made, including increasing 

the intensity of reading practice with the reading board and providing more intensive 
guidance for students who faced difficulties. Although progress was observed, some students 
still hesitated when reading connected words, suggesting that additional structured practice 
was necessary. The teacher also introduced variations in exercises by using more familiar 
words to help students better grasp reading concepts. The approach in Cycle II emphasized 
reinforcing fluency through repeated exposure and guided reading exercises 

The test results in Cycle II showed a significant improvement. No students remained at 
the level of only recognizing letter symbols, 3 students (15%) were able to recognize words 
with the same initial letter but were not yet fluent, 8 students (40%) could connect words, 
and 9 students (45%) could read simple words or sentences. Observations during the learning 
process also indicated that students were more enthusiastic about using the reading board, 
and most of them were able to recognize and combine syllables more effectively. 

 
Table 3. Results of Cycle II Reading Ability Test 

Reading Ability Category Number of Students Percentage 

Unable to name letter symbols 0 0% 

Able to name words with the same initial letter 3 15% 

Able to connect words 8 40% 

Able to read simple words or sentences 9 45% 

Total 20 100% 

 
Based on the results of both cycles, it can be concluded that the use of the reading board 

media is effective in improving early reading skills among first-grade elementary school 
students. The improvement occurred in both reading skills and students' learning interest. 
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Given these results, the reading board media can be recommended as an innovative method 
for early reading instruction in elementary schools. The comparison of early reading test 
results from the pre-cycle, Cycle I, and Cycle II is illustrated in the following figure. 

 

 
Figure 2. Comparison of Early Reading Test Results 

 
Improving early reading skills is a crucial aspect in basic education, especially for first-

grade elementary school students who are still in the introduction stage to early literacy 
(Safitri et al., 2024). Based on the results of the research that has been conducted, there has 
been a significant development in students' reading skills after the implementation of the 
reading board media. In the early stages or pre-cycle, students had difficulty in recognizing 
letters, composing words, and reading simple sentences. However, after going through 
intervention in two cycles, students' reading skills increased gradually.  

This shows that the learning methods used previously were less than optimal in building 
students' reading foundations, so that the reading board media is an effective alternative in 
overcoming these obstacles. Before the use of the reading board media, the test results 
showed that most students were only able to recognize letter symbols without being able to 
connect them into meaningful words. When students are not given sufficient stimulation in 
reading, they will have difficulty understanding the relationship between letters and sounds, 
which is the first step in basic literacy. This study shows that with more interactive learning 
media, students are more interested in learning and experience improvements in recognizing 
and composing words better. Motivational factors play a very important role in early reading 
learning, where a fun learning environment can help students absorb the material more 
effectively. 

The results of the study in cycle I showed an increase in students' reading skills 
compared to the pre-cycle. Students who previously only recognized letters separately began 
to be able to name words that had the same initial letter. In addition, students' active 
involvement in using the reading board media allowed them to practice more, so that their 
phonological skills developed more quickly (Widyastuti, 2017). However, despite the increase, 
there were still some students who were not able to connect words in a broader context, 
indicating the need for further intervention in learning. 
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In cycle II, strategy improvements were made by increasing the intensity of reading 
practice and providing more intensive guidance to students who were having difficulties. The 
results showed that more students were able to read simple words and sentences fluently. 
The use of reading board media helps students understand word structures better, because 
the visual and interactive approaches applied in this method provide a more concrete learning 
experience. In addition, with more personal teacher guidance, students who previously 
experienced difficulties in reading received more optimal support (Thahrir & Hidriyanti, 2017). 

The improvement of students' reading ability in this study is also supported by learning 
theory that emphasizes the importance of interaction in the learning process. Vygotsky's 
theory of the zone of proximal development (ZPD) states that children can learn more 
effectively when they are guided by more experienced individuals, in this case teachers or 
peers (Amahorseya & Mardliyah, 2023). In learning with reading board media, students not 
only learn individually but also through interaction with their classmates, so that they can 
help each other in understanding the concept of reading. 

In addition to Vygotsky's theory, the results of this study are also relevant to the theory 
of behaviorism which emphasizes repetition and reinforcement in the learning process. The 
use of reading board media allows students to practice reading repeatedly, which helps them 
strengthen the connection between letter symbols and sounds. With positive reinforcement 
from the teacher when students succeed in reading correctly, their motivation to continue 
practicing increases (Sudrajat, 2023). This proves that interactive media-based learning 
methods are more effective than conventional methods that are one-way. 

In addition to improving reading skills, this study also shows that reading board media 
can increase students' learning motivation. Many students who initially found it difficult and 
lacked confidence in reading became more enthusiastic about learning after being introduced 
to this media. The visual factors used in the reading board help students understand concepts 
more easily, while the interactive activities applied in learning create a more enjoyable and 
less boring learning atmosphere (Cibro & Tanjung, 2024). 

The implications of this study are quite broad, especially in the development of more 
innovative learning methods in elementary schools. The use of reading board media can be 
integrated into the curriculum as one of the tools in teaching early reading. In addition, 
teachers also need to receive adequate training in implementing this method in order to 
optimize its use in the classroom. With increasing teacher readiness in utilizing learning 
media, it is hoped that the effectiveness of reading instruction in early grades will increase 
(Shabrina, 2022). 

In addition to the pedagogical aspect, this study also provides insight into the 
importance of support from the surrounding environment in building students' reading skills. 
Parental involvement in supporting reading habits at home can be a determining factor in the 
success of reading learning in schools. Therefore, schools can develop programs that involve 
parents in supporting children's literacy development, such as reading books together or 
using home-based learning media that support reading activities outside of school. 

Furthermore, the results of this study can be a reference for policy makers in designing 
strategies to improve basic literacy. The government and education stakeholders need to 



 JBPD, Vol 9 No 1, January 2025, pp 36-46 

[44] 
 

Copyright © 2025, JBPD, e-ISSN: 2549-0117, p-ISSN: 2549-0125 

consider providing more resources for schools in implementing media-based learning 
methods. With adequate support, schools can more easily adopt a more innovative and 
effective approach to reading learning (Wibowo, 2023). 

However, although this study shows positive results, there are still several limitations 
that need to be considered in the implementation of reading board media. One of them is still 
limited to the scope of grade 1 elementary school students in one school, so further research 
is needed with a wider scope to see the effectiveness of this method in various educational 
contexts. Further research can also explore how the combination of reading board media with 
other learning methods can further increase the effectiveness of early reading learning. 

From these results and discussions, it can be said that reading board media has a 
significant impact on improving the reading skills of grade 1 elementary school students. By 
implementing more innovative learning methods, students are not only faster in recognizing 
letters and words, but also more motivated to learn. Therefore, this approach can be a model 
that can be applied more widely in basic literacy learning. 
 
Conclusion 

The use of reading board media has proven effective in improving the early reading skills 
of grade 1 elementary school students. This classroom action research shows that before the 
intervention, many students had difficulty in recognizing letters and composing words. After 
the reading board media was implemented in two cycles, there was a significant increase in 
reading skills, both in recognizing letters, composing words, and reading simple sentences. 
The main factor in the success of this method is the interactive approach that increases 
students' learning motivation, as well as the active role of teachers in guiding the learning 
process. The results of this study support the implementation of innovative learning media in 
early literacy, with the note that teacher readiness and support for the learning environment 
greatly influence its effectiveness. 
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